
We always knew that Blackadder 
Goes Forth at Pavilions Teignmouth 
was going to be a very special pro-
duction given the subject matter and 
the centenary of the end of WWI.  
What many people hadn’t anticipated 
was the way that Director, Amy Bur-
ton Smith, planned to end this iconic 
series. 

Paying tribute to local people who 
lost their lives or their loved ones in 
the “war to end all wars”  was not 
only inspirational but also incredibly 
moving and uncomfortable for audi-
ences.  Projecting images of these 
people onto the set accompanied by 
a poppy drop that ended with bird 
song playing left many audience 
members in tears and speechless.  
Even hardened theatre folk found it 
difficult to express their thoughts for 
some time afterwards.  Once they 
could speak though, they were full of 
admiration for the tribute paid to local 
people as well as the professional-
ism of the production. 

Turning to the production itself, this 
was a masterclass in amateur dra-
matics, to the extent that many visi-
tors to Teignmouth were surprised to 
discover that this was an amateur 
production.  The casting throughout 
was perfection.  There were so many 
cameo roles in the three episodes 
but each was played as if they were 
lead characters.  There just weren’t 
any weak links.  The addition of a 
“Gaiety Girl” (Charlotte Cole) to set 
the mood with songs from the era as 
the audience first entered the audito-

rium and again in the interval was in-
spired. As for the principals, David 
Warren, Andy Killen and Stephen Day 
epitomised Blackadder, Baldrick and 
George respectively to perfection.  Of-
ten in these situations the characters 
become caricatures of the originals, but 
not so here.  General Melchett (Gordon 
Mellor) and Captain Darling (Stephen 
Andrews) were the truly bumbling 
headquarters staff and provided the 
perfect foil to Blackadder’s schemes. 

The set, designed by David Warren  
and built by Mike Hewett gave a great 
impression of the different locations 
and made one realise how grim life 
must have been in the trenches.  With  
effective and at times ethereal lighting 
from Nathan Selby  of Pavilions Teign-
mouth coupled with sound managed by 
Ken Swan.  Costumes were, in the 
main, supplied by Stage Style Cos-
tumes of Bristol and Jane Athey 
sourced the remainder and ensured 
that everyone was dressed correctly, a 
Herculean task carried out to perfec-
tion.  A special thank you to the local 
Teignmouth business that sponsored 
the costumes but who wishes to re-
main anonymous.  With three episodes   
presented, the list of props was lengthy 
to say the least.  Thank you to every-
one that supplied items and to Marga-
ret Long for begging and borrowing so 
many items and then ensuring that 
they were in the right place at the right 
time!  Finally, a big well done to every-
one that helped to make this a suc-
cess. 
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Short and to the point this month! 
 
I just want to cover three items, the first 
being Blackadder Goes Forth.  Amazing, 
moving, professional, probably the best 
production ever staged at Pavilions 
Teignmouth by anyone.  My heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation to everyone in-
volved.  This was a real team effort and 
you have all proved what a wonderful 
society we have. 
 
Secondly, rehearsals are well under way 
for Snake in the Grass by Alan Ayck-
bourn, directed by John Miles.  Tickets 
are on sale for the production that will 
run from 25th to 29th September at the 
Ice Factory Studio Theatre.  This will be 
another terrific production so get your 
tickets now. 
 
Finally, have you ever wondered what it 
takes to stage a production at the Ice 
Factory Studio Theatre but not known 
how to find out?  Or do you have an am-
bition to direct but don’t know how to get 
started?  We plan on holding an open 
meeting in early October for anyone in-
terested in the answers to these ques-
tions.  We hope to have a number of our 
existing directors and all our production 
co-ordinators present so that we can ex-
plain what is involved, achieve a greater 
consistency across all productions and, 
hopefully, encourage new people to 
have a go.  Look out for notices in the 
Ice Factory Studio Theatre, on Face-
book and by email with details. 
 
That’s it for now, hope to see you all at 
Snake in the Grass. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Dave 

Our first production of 2019, will be 
William Shakespeare's Romeo & Juli-
et, to be performed between 12th 
and 16th February 2019 at The Ice 
Factory Studio Theatre. 
 
A reading of the script is scheduled 
for Sunday 7th October at 2:30 p.m. 
with auditions to be held on Sunday 
14th October at 2:30 p.m. and 
Tuesday 17th October at 7:30 p.m.  
As always, the reading and auditions 
are open to anyone. 
 
Romeo & Juliet is set in the city of 
Verona, Italy, where there is an on-
going feud between the Montague 
and Capulet families.  The play 
opens with servants from both sides 
involved in a street brawl that eventu-
ally draws in the family patriarchs 
and the city officials.  Romeo, a 
young Montague, manages to attend 
a masked ball being held by the Cap-
ulets and there falls in love with Juliet 
at first sight.  But the path of true love 
was never smooth. 
 
This play calls for a large cast rang-
ing in age from teenagers to “elder 
statesmen and women” so there real-
ly is a chance for anyone to be in-
volved.   
 
We are very fortunate in having Jon 
Miles and Nicole Davall co-directing 
this classic Shakespeare Tragedy 
which is this school year’s set text at 
GCSE and hopefully this will attract 
young actors as well as audiences.. 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
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Snake in the Grass 

Rehearsal Reliquaries. 

 

It’s strange to be rehearsing a play where the 
main character, the one person who has such 
a huge influence on all the other actors’ parts, 
has been dead for three weeks. 

So it is with ‘Snake in the Grass’, our next 
production at Teignmouth’s Ice Factory Stu-
dio Theatre. Father’s remains are now buried 
six feet underground, but his daughters are 
still at loggerheads; they can’t bury the hatch-
et, and it’s a long way from Tasmania just to 
have a row with your sibling.  

Getting these characters to come to life has 
taken some shouting practice by the normally 
mild-mannered Karen Allan (Annabel) and 
Nichola Aldridge (Miriam). And what are they 
shouting about?  Father, of course! All round 
the unkempt garden are disquieting memo-
ries of the abusive old man, and the startling 
allegations of his one-time nurse Alice, 
played by Esther O’Brien, have sparked off 
the old animosities.  

Is there something nasty in the woodshed? Is 
it the cracked sister who goes longest to the 
well? What’s the link between tennis balls 
and heart attacks? 

 

All in all there are more questions than an-
swers to be explored in this unsettling setting, 
and how can wind chimes be so sinister?  

 

Production dates 25th—29th September  

Evenings 7:30, matinee on 29th at 2:30 

Tickets available online now or from the Box 
Office daily from  Monday 10th September 10 
a.m. to 12 noon (not Sundays). 

 

PRODUCTION NEWS 

Upcoming Productions at 

The Ice Factory Studio 

Theatre in October &  

November 

 
Saturday 13th October at 7:30 p.m. 
His & Hers Theatre Company presents 
“Inklings” the stories of the storytellers.  The 
JRR Tolkien & CS Lewis Memorial Tour—
Tickets £10 
 
Thursday 18th to Sat. 20th October 7:30 
3tc presents Demons by Richard Everett. 
 
Hannah is a young mother grieving over the 
death of her little boy killed by a drunk driver. 
When her psychotherapist suggests that she 
should replace the ‘monster’ of the driver with 
the ‘man’ by visiting him in prison, she angrily 
dismisses the idea as grotesque. 

What follows is a cauldron of emotions, com-
passion, indiscretions and confessions. Little 
by little stories reveal that, while everyone 
was responsible for what happened that day, 
no one was to blame. 

Tickets available online or from the Box Of-
fice £10.  There will be an optional Q&A with 
cast and author after each performance.  

 

6th to 10th November 7:30 p.m. 

Teignmouth Players presents: 

My Old Lady by Israel Horovitz, directed by 
Stephanie Austin with Lelia Kershaw, Laraine 
Ferguson and Martin Austin. 

 

20th to 24th November 7:30 p.m. 

Arne House Productions present: 

Edna’s Emporium a new musical comedy by 
Peter Whittle, directed by June Hewett and 
with most of the regular Arne House crew 
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The Merchant of Venice  
Directed by Jon Miles 6-10 March 
 

The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband  
Directed by Paul Loveless 15-19 May  
 
Mindgame 
Directed by Ken Swan 12-16 June 
 
Tykes Drama Festival  
Directed by Rachel Swain 18-20 July 
 
Blackadder Goes Forth 
Directed by Amy Burton-Smith 22-25 August 
at Pavilions Teignmouth 
 
Snake in the Grass (Please note this change) 
Directed by John Miles 25-29 September 
Tickets on sale NOW 
 
My Old Lady 
Directed by Stephanie Austin 6-10 November 
 
2018 Panto  —  Aladdin 
Directed by Amy Burton-Smith 28 December- 
5 January 2019 at Pavilions Teignmouth 
Tickets on sale NOW 
 
2019 Programme coming VERY soon! 

TP PRODUCTIONS 2018 
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Box Office Opening 

Hours Reminder 
 

Due to the shortage of volunteers and the fact 
that much of the time they are simply waiting 
for the phone to ring or someone to walk in, 
the box office will only be open on a daily 
basis for the two weeks immediately prior 
to a production at The Ice Factory Studio 
Theatre. 

Tickets for all our productions will continue to 
be made available on line via Ticketsource 
which can be accessed from our website 
www.teignmouthplayers.com  

Help Needed 
 

The Ice Factory Studio Theatre Admin Team 
is responsible for organising the ‘Back Office’ 
and Front of House activities, 

Including  Ticket Sales; Office supplies; Stew-
arding of Productions; Archiving; External 
Bookings; Diary maintenance and Member-
ship liaison.  If you are interested in joining 
the team and helping with any of these tasks, 
which are essential to keep the ‘show on the 
road’, please contact Pauline Dean, or drop 
into the Ice Factory any Wednesday morning 
to chat about what is involved.  We are partic-
ularly keen to increase the number of mem-
bers  willing to act as House Stewards during 
productions. 

If you can help, please contact Pauline Dean 
or any member of the Committee. 

OTHER NEWS 

 

Ice Factory Theatre Club 

The  Theatre Club is trialling a Book 
Swap Club, meeting on the 2

nd
 

Wednesday of each month at the Ice 
Factory from 10.00 am.   This is a bit 
different to the usual book club, in that 
instead of everyone reading the same 
book, and then meeting up to discuss 
it, members bring along a book or 
playscript they have already read, 
and share their thoughts on what they 
enjoyed (or didn’t enjoy).  Another 
member of the group can then take 
the book/script away to read and bring 
back the following month.  

  

Another initiative is to broaden the 
scope of the Wednesday morning 
General Working Party (GWP) to an 
Open House members’ get-together, 
serving coffee from 10.00 am to mid-
day (tea and biscuits also available on 
request!).  Come along and catch up 
with what’s happening in the  ‘Am-
Dram’  world, buy tickets for produc-
tions at the Ice Factory, and perhaps 
get more involved with the day to day 
running of Teignmouth Players and 
the Ice Factory Studio Theatre.  

 

Pauline Dean 

Vice Chair 

http://www.teignmouthplayers.com
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Who’s Who 

Last date for submissions for 

 October Prompt: 

25th September 2018 

This repeating feature for new members and anyone in need of a 
quick contact reference.    

Teignmouth Players Box office -  call 01626 778991 Open daily 10-12 
(not Sundays) for the two weeks immediately prior to Ice Factory Stu-
dio Theatre performances 

President:    Roger Smith 

Chair:     Dave Renwick      info@teignmouthplayers.com 

Vice:    Pauline Dean        info@teignmouthplayers.com 

Treasurer    Joan Holloway      info@teignmouthplayers.com 

Secretary:      Mike Hewett        admin@teignmouthplayers.com  

Committee Members:  Amy Burton-Smith, Daniel Saint, Ken Swan 

Wardrobe:   Jane Athey        info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Marketing & PR:    info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Theatre Coordinator:  admin@teignmouthplayers.com 

To book our theatre venue contact:      

bookings@teignmouthplayers.com  

For our youth section Tykes Contact   Rachel Swain 07970 557 508. 

Editor of Prompt  Dave Renwick - email   
tech@teignmouthplayers.com who welcomes contributions  from all 
members (subject to editorial discretion). 

mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:tech@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:admin@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:admin@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:austinhawkins@gmx.co.uk
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A Message from Amy 

So Blackadder is over! 3 years of shows, 5 years of hard work. The audience feedback has been 
wonderful and it is thanks to not only a very hardworking cast and production team but also those 
people who stepped in doing odd bits and pieces. Thank you to the poppy cutters, set movers, 
costume movers, photograph donators and drink providers for allowing Blackadder Goes Forth to 
be the success we all hoped for.  Amy Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P A G E  8  

 

 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

Ice Factory Theatre Club Events 

QUIZ and PASTY NIGHT! 

 

Come and join us for a fun quiz 

night and a delicious local pasty at 

The Ice Factory Studio Theatre, on 

Friday 12th October at 7 for 7:30. 

(veggie and gluten free options available) 

 

Tickets will be available from the 

Box Office, £5pp, from 1st October 

 

Partners and friends welcome 

 

The bar will be open! 

 

Contact 01626 867133 with any queries 
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3-15th September. Sat mat. 2.30pm. 
‘It could be any one of Us’ by Alan Ayckbourn. Directed by Jill Farrant. 
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk 
 
5-8th September 7:30 Sat Mat. 2:30 
The Millennium Mysteries Unleashed Theatre Company 
Schiller Hall, Buckfast Abbey 
 
18-22nd September. 7.30pm. Sat mat 2.30pm. 
‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’ directed by David Hyde-Constantine 
TOPS musical company. Princes Theatre, Torquay. 
 
20-22nd September 7:30pm 
‘The Unexpected Guest’ by Agatha Christie Dir Sandra Dudley 
Ivybridge Theatre Co at The Watermark, Ivybridge 
 
25-29th September. 7.30pm. Sat mat 2.30pm   
‘Snake in the Grass’ by Alan Ayckbourn. Dir. John Miles 
Teignmouth Players. 01626 778991.   www.teignmouthplayers.com. 
www.ticketsource.co.uk    
 

29th September One Night Only 
‘Bazzar and Rummage’ by Sue Townsend Dir. Ceni Wyatt 
Dartington Playgoers, Studio 31.  A script-in-hand performance 
 
4-6th October 7.30pm 
‘Hi de Hi! by Perry, Croft, Carpenter and Gower. Dir Clive Nyquist 
Shiphay Am Dram. SADS. St John’s Hall, Cadewell Lane.   
www.shiphayamdram.co.uk  07821 601 658 
 
8-13th October. 7.30pm. Sat mat. 2.30pm.  
‘Over my Dead Body’ by Sutton/Fingleton.  Directed by Anna Reynolds. 
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk 
 
13th October 7:30pm 
Inklings—Stories of the Storytellers—The Tolkien & Lewis Memorial Tour 
His & Hers Theatre Company, The Ice Factory Studio Theatre, Teignmouth 
www.teignmouthplayers.com 
 
6-20th October 7:30pm 
‘Óff the Hook’ by Derek Benfield, Dir. Jo Buckland 
Dawlish Repertory Theatre Co., Shaftesbury Theatre, Dawlish 01626 863061 
 
17-20th October 7:30pm 
‘84 Charing Cross Road’ Die. By Cora Gant 
Bijou Theatre  01803 665800 
 
18-20th October 7:30pm 
 Demons by Richard Everett, Dir. by Phil Wesley-Harkcom 
Teignmouth Touring Theatre Company (3tc) at The Ice Factory Studio Theatre, 
Teignmouth www.teignmouthplayers.com 
 

Torbay Thespis Extract September 

http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk
http://www.teignmouthplayers.com/
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk
http://www.shiphayamdram.co.uk/
http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk
http://www.teignmouthplayers.com
http://www.teignmouthplayers.com


T H E  I C E  F A C T O R Y  S T U D I O  T H E A T R E   P A G E  1 1  

. 

 
 

  

 

18-20th October 7:30pm 
‘Humble Boy’ by Charlotte Jones, Dir Louisa Wilde 
Bovey Tracey Players, Dolphin Hotel, Bovey Tracey 
www.boveytraceyplayers.org 

 
20-27th October. 7.30pm 
‘Jesus Christ, Superstar’ musical by Andrew Lloyd-Webber / Tim Rice 
Directed by David Youll. Toads (SM) at The Little Theatre, Torquay.  
01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk 
 
23-27th October. 7.30pm.  
‘My Fair Lady’   BOADS at Brixham Theatre. 
Contact Isabel White  01803 540080 
 
31st October.  One night only 
‘The Exorcism’ by Don Taylor.  Dir. Mavis Jones 
Dartington Playgoers, Studio 31.  A script-in-hand performance 
Auditions, 30th September 10:30—12:30 
 
6-10 November. 7.30pm. 
‘My Old Lady’ by Israel Horvitz. Dir. Stephanie Austin. 
Teignmouth Players. 01626 778991.   www.teignmouthplayers.com.  
 
12-17th November 7:30pm 
‘The Assembly Women’, by Aristophanes. Directed by Annie Bowie.  
Dartington Playgoers, Studio 31.  
 
19-24th November. 7.30pm. Sat mat. 2.30pm. 
‘Heroes’ by Sibleras/Stoppard. Dir. Bevis Taylor. 
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk 
 
20-24th November 7:30pm 
Edna’s Emporium by Peter Whitlle, directed by June Hewett 
Arne House Productions at The Ice Factory Studio Theatre, Teignmouth 
www.teignmouthplayers.com 
 
28th Nov-1st Dec. 7.30pm 
 ‘Who Killed Santa Claus?’ by Terence Feely. Directed by Andrew Kenyon. 
Bijou Theatre. 01803 665800 
 

17-22nd December. 7.30pm Sat mat. 2.30pm. 
‘Season’s Greetings’ by Alan Ayckbourn.  Directed by Alec Stokes. 
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk 
 
20th Dec-2nd Jan. Evenings and matinees.  
‘Mother Goose’ by Alan Frayn.  
Paignton Pantomime Productions.The Palace Theatre, Paignton. 01803 665800 
 
28 Dec-5th Jan 2019. Various times  
‘Aladdin’ Director Amy Burton-Smith. Teignmouth Players at Pavillions, Teignmouth. 
Teignmouth Players. 01626 778991.   www.teignmouthplayers.com. 
 

 

http://www.boveytraceyplayers.org/
http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk
http://www.teignmouthplayers.com/
http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk
http://www.teignmouthplayers.com
http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk
http://www.teignmouthplayers.com/


The Ice Factory Studio Theatre 

Somerset Place 

Teignmouth 

TQ14 8EN 

Phone: 01626 778991 

Email: info@teignmouthplayers.com 

CIO Charity No. 1176546 

Teignmouth Players Amateur 

Dramatic Society 

Membership 

The Membership Year runs from July to June, and the sim-

plest way to renew your subscriptions (£10  for the current 

year) if you have not already done so, is by electronic 

transfer directly into the Teignmouth Players bank ac-

count.  Details are: 

Acc. Name - Teignmouth Players Amateur Dramatic 

Society. 

Sort code   77-10-13 

Acc. no. 27931060.  

Please include your name in the 'reference' box so we 

can correctly identify payment.  Alternatively you can call in 

to the Ice Factory office between 10 and 12 each morning 

(except Sunday) and pay by cash or cheque.   Our data-

base will then be updated and you will receive your  mem-

bership card. 

 

New members pay an additional one-off £5.00 administra-

tion fee,  

Teignmouth Players is registered with HMRC for the Gift 

Aid Scheme, which means we can claim back 25p in every 

£1.00 of membership subscriptions.   If you are a UK tax-

payer you can help us maximise our entitlement to this tax-

free Government 'hand-out' by printing off and completing 

the Gift Aid form  ( available by email or from the office ) 

and handing it in to the Ice Factory office. 

Theatre Hire 
The Ice Factory Studio Theatre in Somerset 
Place, Teignmouth is the home of the Teign-
mouth Players 

Why not hire space at the Ice Factory Studio 
Theatre for your event? 

The building has a 50 seater studio theatre. 
There is also a large downstairs room suitable 
for Coffee Mornings, Bingo, meetings, rehears-
als etc. 

To enquire about our hire rates, or to book the 

space for your event please email: 

bookings@teignmouthplayers.com 

mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com

