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CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

What an amazing month August has been but also a very demanding and stressful one for some people. The main emphasis
has been on Blackadder III at Pavilions Teignmouth and we must congratulate everyone involved for a very professional and
successful production. Unfortunately the houses were not as full as we had hoped as, surprisingly enough, we had fantastic
weather over the run, so no-one needed respite from the rain!  The comments heard by many people leaving the auditorium
were very complimentary not only about the performances but the wonderful set, costumes and props. The hard work put in by
Amy Burton Smith and her team, the organisational management and stage manager Paul Gibbons, and set design by David
Warren were all exceptional with valuable support by Jane Athey and Peter Pike with costumes, Jane Branch and Margaret
Long with props plus Ken Swan on sound and Nathan from Pavilions on lighting. There were many more people involved with
this, not only at Pavilions for set up and take down but in the many weeks leading up to it. Thank you all.

There have been some down moments too as we are very sorry to advise you that Chris Edmonds has unfortunately resigned
from the committee and all of the duties she performed for Teignmouth Players.  We are very saddened by her decision as she
has been such a fantastic help for many years. There is additional information below.

We try to do our best in which ever area we are interested in and the main reason that the majority of us are involved is for the
pleasure of working with other volunteers to create – we hope – successful productions and enjoy the company of the other
members. There will always be the situations when personal and family circumstances must take preference and can effect the
time available to devote to our hobby. No-one knows how many hours certain people spend working behind the scenes,
whether it be at the Ice Factory or at home, learning lines, rehearsing, making costumes, props and set building or working on
administration of every sort. All of these are essential to ensure the smooth as possible running of our Society and we all do
this to the best of our ability, circumstances permitting.

Following many hours of hard work the majority of the re-decoration at the Ice Factory has been completed and we are very
grateful, once again, for all the time and effort put in to achieve this. A relatively small team were involved and the results are
very noticeable. There is still a small amount to do and we hope to complete this before Peter Whittle brings in his musical
comedy production of What A Way To Go from 13th to 16th September.

We plan to have 3 evenings of entertainment during late September and October with an Irish Night with the local band
Buncrana, The Back Beach Boys and also a film evening. Austin Hawkins has kindly offered to show  two filmed monologues
and a thought provoking short film ‘Index’  on one evening, with full details being advised as soon as dates are agreed.    

We look forward to seeing you all again soon.
Joan



Chris Edmonds

We are very sorry to advise you that Chris Edmonds has taken the difficult decision to resign from the committee of the
Teignmouth Players, following an upsetting month, and cease all the duties that she had previously performed. The committee
are very sorry to see her go but understand and support her decision. Chris had not only been part of the committee and
Minute Secretary but was also Membership Secretary, organised all the F.O.H. and Bar rotas, the box office rotas, as well as
attending many mornings to perform box office duties, oversee the running of the bar, including ordering all the drinks and
snacks, plus traveling to shop for cleaning and toiletry requirements. In addition to all this Chris was usually at the G.W.P. every
Wednesday morning turning her hand to whatever needed doing. Sometimes Duty Manager plus overseeing the volunteers on
many of the performances at the Ice Factory and Pavilions. As you will all appreciate her resignation will leave many duties
needing to be filled and she will be sorely missed.

 MEMBERSHIP

The Membership Year runs from July to June, and the simplest way to renew your subscriptions (£25  for the current year) if
you have not already done so, is by electronic transfer directly into the Teignmouth Players bank account.  Details are:

Acc. Name - Teignmouth Players Amateur Dramatic Society.

Sort code   77-10-13   Acc. no. 27931060. 

Please include your name in the 'reference' box so we can correctly identify payment.  Alternatively you can call in to the Ice
Factory office between 10 and 12 each morning (except Sunday) and pay by cash or cheque.   Our database will then be
updated and you will receive your Members' Information Booklet with vouchers to use at the Ice  Factory Bar, together with your
membership card, which entitles you to a 10% discount on your ticket for Teignmouth Players productions at the Ice Factory,
and a complimentary programme.

New members pay an additional one-off £5.00 administration fee, and the subscription amount is on a pro-rata basis for the first
year, depending on when they join.  For example, someone joining in January will pay £12.50 for membership to the end of the
Membership Year (June), plus £5.00 admin fee, and then £25.00 for the following and subsequent full year's  membership.

Teignmouth Players is registered with HMRC for the Gift Aid Scheme, which means we can claim back 25p in every £1.00 of
membership subscriptions.   If you are a UK tax-payer you can help us maximise our entitlement to this tax-free Government
'hand-out' by printing off and completing the Gift Aid form  ( available by email or from the office ) and handing it in to the Ice
Factory office.

‘PROMPT  by email

We understand that some members have not been receiving the monthly email circulation of 'Prompt'.  In most cases this
seems to be linked to problems with the Internet Service Provider - for example Hotmail and Googlemail  but it could also be
that we do not have the correct email address.  If you have changed postal address, phone number or email address please let
the Membership Secretary know, so we can update our database, and if anyone mentions to you that they haven't received an
email copy of 'Prompt', please ask them to get in touch  so we can check our records and amend as necessary.

PRODUCTION NEWS

September at the Ice Factory

Following the success of The Cankerbury Tales last year, Arne House Productions is proud to present its latest venture. What a
Way to Go  (13th  - 16th September).  A musical comedy following the fortunes of Mabel Potts in her bid to gain freedom from
the limitations of her family life. The script, music and lyrics have all been devised by Peter Whittle, a local songsmith and
scribbler who is once again delighted to see his doodlings being performed by such a talented and enthusiastic group of
performers from the South Devon area.

Following our two very demanding productions at The Pavilions in July and August there are no Teignmouth Players
productions on stage in September and October.  However your Committee are planning a number of 'Specials' in September
and October to include a screening of three drama productions on Video  ( of which more later ) and, hopefully,  a couple of
different band evenings,  might include a supper, dates to be confirmed.

Week commencing 13th November sees us back on stage with  ‘Friday’s Child’ directed by John Miles.  Now cast and going
into rehearsals shortly.

Next Teignmouth Players’ Production  at the Ice Factory

FRIDAY’S CHILD   Directed by John Miles.
14th  - 18th November at 7.30pm with a matinee on Saturday 18th.

The cast lie up is:-  Kevin Booker in the role of Alan Hurst, Maura O’Donague as his wife Mary,  and Jemma
Carlin Wells as the young call girl Sharon.

Unusually this three act play was developed by writer Austin Hawkins from his one act plays written for theatre
festivals. It encompasses  three stages of a drama which all stem from one man’s small departure from his
daily routine for returning home.

The individual plays have garnered a clutch of awards for cast, directing and writing, with one of them a semi
finalist in the All England Threatre Festival, another awarded the Stanley &  Madge Williams  Shield,  and a
runner up in a national award for original writing, the George Taylor Memorial Award.

PANTOMIME



As you have already heard we are putting on The Princess and The Pea as our production this year. We have had some
auditions and it is "almost " cast, but we would love to have some more chorus members. The chorus is a very important role,
and vital for every Panto to have a good strong group. There will not necessarily be much prancing about and dancing, singing
a great asset but not essential. Every member will have an individual character , representing a fruit or veg, you can probably
choose your own ! There will be some mimed choreographed movement , and a UV scene working puppets in the dark
amongst lots of other scenes. By no means is it a boring fill in , there will be lots to do and think about and enjoy.

If you are interested please contact. Jane Branch 01626 770671.
Janebranchart@gmail.com

Or Sally Falcao
sf48@hotmail.co.uk
 

FRIDGE FREEZER

We are planning to purchase a small freezer for storing ice-cream/ice-cubes and to use the under-counter fridge we already
have in the kitchen at the Ice Factory, so the large  fridge-freezer will be surplus to requirements.  It is in good working order,
although the freezer section tends to ice up quite quickly.  It will be available for collection from mid-September (we are not
able to arrange delivery).  Please speak to a member of the committee if you are interested  - a small donation to funds would
be appreciated, but not compulsory!

KITCHEN UNITS

If anyone knows of someone having their kitchen up-graded and has some base and/or wall units in good condition that they
want to dispose of please get in touch with a member of the committee.  We are planning to refurbish the kitchen at the Ice
Factory, fit new doors and some additional wall and drawer units, but if we can reduce the cost by utilising second-hand units,
the money saved can be put towards replacing other much need technical equipment.

Many thanks

Pauline

ICE FACTORY REDECORATION
from Margaret Long

I’m so sorry not have put anything in last month’s Prompt. I’m afraid I wasn’t “Prompt”
enough to put it in.

Anyway, I just wanted to say a huge thank you to all the hard work put in by everyone who
came along and helped to brighten up our lovely little theatre.

I was a bit concerned on the first morning, as it was just Chris and I who came along and I
thought to myself, “Well, we ain’t going to get this done in four days!” But then more
people came along over those four days, donned their overalls, rolled their sleeves up and
got to work.

I’m reluctant to mention by name all those that helped as I’m bound to forget someone, but
here goes; Chris, Dave R, Dave D, Bob and Brenda, Jane B, Jane A, Laraine and Iain,
Pat, Joan and Pauline.

There was fun and shenanigans with the Bar ceiling, but all worked out in the end.
A second push at the beginning of August, got the place all but finished, and the only thing
I believe that now has to be done, is some wonderful wallpaper for the loos.
Thank you again.

Margaret

Who's Who at Teignmouth Players
This repeating feature for new members and anyone in need of a quick contact reference.   

Teignmouth Players Box office -  call 01626 778991

President:  Roger Smith

Chair:   Joan Holloway   E -  chair@teignmouthplayers.com

Secretary:    Margaret Long  E- admin@teignmouthplayers.com

Theatre Coordinator:   ( New Role )  Margaret Long  admin@teignmouthplayers.com

Treasurer  Pauline Dean  E - treasurer@teignmouthplayers.com  



Committee  members:   Jane Athey, Paul Loveless, David Renwick   

To book our theatre venue contact Margaret Long on  bookings@teignmouthplayers.com

For our youth section Tykes Contact   Rachel Swain 07970 557 508.

Editor of Prompt   -   austinhawkins@gmx.co.uk who welcomes contributions  ( written,  not money ! ) from members subject to
editorial discretion.

If you are able to offer help for any production, acting,  or any back stage function,  please contact the director or production
coordinator.  For contact details  please email the Secretary as above.

Footnote

All England Theatre Festival  - Newsletter

The August edition of the All England Theatre Festival’s newsletter is published  twice yearly in January and August on line at
www.allenglandtheatrefestival.co.uk/ . It includes a summery of the  quarter and semi finals,  and the final held this year in our
own region at the The Macmillan Theatre Bridgwater.  It also includes your editor’s column which, in the current edition,
 discusses theatre safety.

_______________

 Editor’s quote of the month

“Opinion has caused more trouble on this little earth than plagues or earthquakes.” Voltiare.’ (He said that
before social media was thought of !)

Torbay Thespis, 23rd  August, 2017
The Performance Listing for Amateur Productions in South Devon,

from Dawlish to South Brent.

11-23 Sept.7.30pm Sat mat. 2.30pm (21st only)
 ‘The Hollow’, by Agatha Christie.  Dir. Alec Stokes.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

13-16th Sept.
‘What a way to Go’, by Peter Whittle. A musical comedy.
Arne House Productions at The Ice Factory, Teignmouth.
01626 778991  www.arnehouse.webs.com

2-7th October.
‘Nine to Five’ by Dolly Parton / Resnick.  Dir. Iain Douglas.
NADMCS. Alexandra Theatre, Newton Abbot. Try their website for details.

5-7th October. 7.30pm
‘Last of the Summer Wine’ by Roy Clarke. Dir. Richard Arscott.
Shiphay Am Dram. SADS. St John’s Hall, Cadewell Lane.   www.shiphayamdram.co.uk 07821 601 658

11th-14th October 7.30pm
‘Dangerous Obsession’ by NJ CRisp. Dir. Anna Reynolds.



Bijou Theatre. 01803 665800.

16-21st October. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘The Heiress’ by R and A Goetz. Dir. Ian Cooper.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

17-21st October. 7.30pm.
‘Beyond Reasonable Doubt’ by Jeffery Archer. Dir. Mark Dunn.
Dawlish Repertory. 01626 863061.  info@dawlishrep.com

25-28th October. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Priscilla, Queen of the Desert’  Team: Robert Young / Joe McNulty / Tracey Loveridge 
TOPS Musical Productions  www.topstorquay.co.uk

13-18th November. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Lat of the Red Hot Lovers’ by Neil Simon. Dir. Martin Waddington.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

14-18th November 7.30pm
‘Mother Courage’ by Bertold Brecht. Dir. Rich Lea.
Dartington Playgoers. www.playgoers.co.uk

15-18th November. 7.30pm
‘Friday’s Child’ by Austin Hawkins. Dir. John Miles.
 Teignmouth Players. 01626 778991. www.ticketsource.co.uk

16-18th November. 7.30pm
‘Teechers’ by John Godber. Dir. Caron Parke.
Box Office details in September - on-line booking trial for this production
South Brent Amateur Dramatic Society. www.sbads.show

24th November. 7.30pm
‘Friday’s Child’ by Austin Hawkins. Dir. John Miles.
 Brixham Theatre . Teignmouth Players on tour.  01803 882717.
www.brixhamtheatre.org.uk

29th Nov-2nd December. 7.30pm.
‘Theft’ by Eric Chappell. Dir. Stephanie Austin.
Bijou Theatre. 01803 665800.

11th -16th December. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Little Women’ by Peter Clapham. Dir. Jill Farrant.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

5-13th January, 2018.
‘Treasure Island’ by Bradford / Webster. Dir. Paula Foxley.
Dawlish Repertory. 01626 863061.  info@dawlishrep.com

11-13th January 2018
‘Babes in the Wood’ by Norman Robbins. Dir Sarah Jane Venn Dunn.
Shiphay Am Dram. SADS. St John’s Hall, Cadewell Lane.   www.shiphayamdram.co.uk 07821 601 658

15-20th January. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘The Perfect Murder’ by Peter James. Dir. Jill Pettigrew.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

14th-17th February. 7.30pm.
‘Cowardy Custard’ by Noel Coward.  Team.  David Hyde Constantine / Robert Young. Bijou Theatre. 01803
665800.

21- 24th February.  7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Around the World in Eighty Days’ by Laura Eason. ‘Tadpoles’ production.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

27 Feb-3rd March.
‘Key for Two’ by Chapman / Freeman.



Dawlish Repertory. 01626 863061.  info@dawlishrep.com

15-17th March.
‘Appointment with Death’ by Agatha Christie. Dir. Peter Davis.
Shiphay Am Dram. SADS. St John’s Hall, Cadewell Lane.   www.shiphayamdram.co.uk 07821 601 658

19-24th March. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Sleuth’ by Anthony Shaffer. Dir. Anna Reynolds.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

16-21st April. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Steel Magnolias’ by Robert Harling. Dir. Helen Gould.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

17-21st April.
‘The Enquiry’ by Charlotte Hastings.
Dawlish Repertory. 01626 863061.  info@dawlishrep.com

18th-21st April. 7.30pm.
‘Last of the Summer Wine’ by Roy Clarke. Dir. Cora Gant.
Bijou Theatre. 01803 665800.

14-19th May. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Tons of Money’ by Alan Ayckbourn. Dir. Andrew Bell.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

17-19th May 2018.
‘Act your Age’ by Christopher Wortley. Dir. Andy Charlton.
Shiphay Am Dram. SADS. St John’s Hall, Cadewell Lane.   www.shiphayamdram.co.uk 07821 601 658

11-16th June. 7.30pm Sat mat 2.30pm
‘Rough Justice’ by Terence Frisby. Dir. Stephanie Austin.
Toads Theatre Company. 01803 299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk

12-16th June.
‘Anyone for Breakfast?’ by Derek Benfield. Dir. David Last.
Dawlish Repertory. 01626 863061.  info@dawlishrep.com

31st July-4th August.
‘Spirit Level’ by Pam Valentine. Dir. Paula Foxley.
Dawlish Repertory. 01626 863061.    info@dawlishrep.com

The Planner.       Forthcoming productions, some as yet to be confirmed.

Dawlish Repertory Company.  01626 863061

Bijou Theatre. 01803 665800.

BATS at Brixham Theatre. 01803 882717.
www.brixhamtheatre.org.uk

Can you Help?

In early September, SBADS is casting its November production of ‘Teechers’ by John Godber and would
welcome actors or stage / support team members from the area to audition and get involved in this
ambitious production.
If you are interested, please see this Post on their website
http://sbads.show/notice/auditions/call-producer-actors-others-teechers-john-godber-audition-3-sep-5-30pm-
stansbury-room/
Some people have found this webpage does not work..if so, try the SBADS’ website.

Notes.
The details in this listing are believed to be correct, however there is no guarantee of accuracy. Please contact
the individual societies for ‘Horse’s Mouth’ information.

It is expected that the officials of each society will send these listings by email, ‘bcc’ to their membership, but
only to those members who agree to be recipients. A print-out of each listing (first page only) should be



The Teignmouth Players, R/O 10 Somerset Place, Teignmouth TQ14 8EN
Telephone: 01626 778991 Email: info@teignmouthplayers.com

Web: www.teignmouthplayers.com
Registered as a charity - Charity Commissioner’s No. 261795

displayed on each society notice board.

Venues. Most societies use the same venue for all their productions. Unless otherwise stated those venues
are.....
Toads Theatre Company, The Little Theatre, Torquay.
Teignmouth Players. The Ice Factory, Teignmouth.
Bijou. The Palace Theatre, Paignton.
BOADS and BATS. Brixham Theatre.
Gilbert and Sullivan Soc. The Little Theatre, Torquay.
Dartington Playgoers. Studio 31, Dartington Hall.
Shiphay ADS. St John’s Church Hall, Shiphay.TQ2 7HP.
TOPS and Toads (SM) perform their musicals at The Princess Theatre, Torquay.
Ipplepen, Bovey Tracey and South Brent in their local parish halls.  
Dawlish Repertory Company. Shaftsbury Theatre

Please inform me of your future productions, even if they have not been finalised. This may help to avoid
similar productions or overlapping dates.

Send me your information as soon as you can; it’s always possible to amend or even cancel any item. I will try
to include your production on the next listing, but reserve the right to edit the content.

John Miles. johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com


