
We hope that you enjoy the new style 
Prompt and our thanks go to Austin Haw-
kins and Dave Renwick who have been 
working together on this. The driving force 
was the new website – which we hope 
that you have also explored – as there 
was some sort of incompatibility between 
the two that complicated the uploading. It 
seemed a good time to try a new ap-
proach so please feel free to give any 
feedback. Paul Loveless and Roger Smith 
liaised over the website following a prob-
lem this summer with hacking, and we all 
agree that is has a more modern look and 
is easier to navigate. 
 
The committee are very pleased to con-
firm receipt of the wonderful legacy from 
the late Harold Hayden and we hope that 
you received the news in October. We 
plan to have a meeting in the New Year 
so that we can all discuss the best way to 
make use of this, so that present mem-
bers can benefit from this as well as for 
those that we hope will join us in the fu-
ture. 
 
Some of the committee have commented 
that we do not seem to get many re-
sponses to requests for assistance in ad-
ministration and other practical jobs that 
mount up at the Ice Factory and that 
therefore the majority of necessary work 
is done by the same wonderful team of 
volunteers. There are so many aspects of 
ensuring that the Teignmouth Players 
continues to provide a top rate venue and 
productions and many ways that people 
can help. We know that many of us are 
lucky enough to enjoy a full and active life 
where a combination of family commit-
ments has to be juggled with other activi-
ties and relaxation but if you can spare an 
extra hour or two in an area that is of in-
terest to you it would be much appreci-
ated. 

 
Jane Athey once again has the monumental 
job of preparing the costumes for our panto-
mime, The Princess and The Pea, at the Pa-
vilions Teignmouth this year and has a small 
team of volunteers to assist her, but if you can 
spare some time, no matter how short, either 
at home or in her ‘sewing sessions’ you would 
be more than welcome. Jane can be con-
tacted on janeathey06@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 
Now that we have our 2018 calendar of 
events decided – we hope that you received 
the information – would you like to be in-
volved in some way, if not on stage?  Fancy 
having a go at being a production coordinator 
as we need to train more people, or learn 
about the technical side, or set design and 
build?  Assist with costumes or props – or be 
a prompt? We have volunteers willing to work 
with you if required, and there is now a white 
board in the office where you can see the op-
portunities that are available.  
 
Tickets for Friday’s Child are on sale so 
please book now, to see this trilogy by three 
actors/actresses that have not been seen at 
the Ice Factory for a while. We also hope that 
you are able to book a table with friends for 
Crack Open Christmas, a cabaret style eve-
ning of fun, poems, groans, laughter and 
plenty of opportunities to join in the singing.  
Pavilions Teignmouth should have tickets on 
sale soon for our pantomime, so make sure 
that you tell everybody about the productions 
we have in store. 
 

Joan 
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TP member Peter Whittle’s Arne 

House Productions brought yet an-

other world premiere to the Ice Fac-

tory with Peter’s latest musical com-

edy, “What A Way To Go”, or “WAG” 

as it has become affectionately 

known. 

WAG is loosely set in the 1960s and 

tells the story of long suffering Mabel 

Potts (Brenda Steel) whose boxing 

husband Vic (Dave Renwick) is at 

death’s door following a boxing match 

against his brother-in-law, Frank.  

However, Vic doesn’t realise just how 

close he is to entering the great box-

ing ring in the sky!  Mabel has been 

plotting for some time to get a divorce 

from Vic as, after “providing him with 

three meals a day for 35 years”, she 

considers that he has “outstayed his 

welcome”.  Vic, who is on a put-up 

bed in the side room, overhears snip-

pets of conversations, firstly between 

Mable and their daughter Brenda 

(Gaynor Seager) and then between 

Mabel and the Arkwright brothers, Bill 

(Rob Steel) and Norman (Mike Hew-

itt), who are local builders cum under-

takers who don’t go in for all those 

“modern techniques” such as embalm-

ment that “proper” funeral directors 

employ.  Needless to say, Vic gets 

somewhat agitated by these conversa-

tions particularly as Mabel has already 

started baking for the wake and ar-

ranging the funeral whilst he is still 

alive. 

The end comes and Vic passes 

away.  Enter Rev’d Gilbert 

Pritchard (Alan Gibson) who has 

come to talk to Mabel about the 

funeral and to ascertain whether 

Vic was entitled to be buried in the 

churchyard (“believers only, the 

Bishop is very strict on that”) or in 

non-consecrated ground.  Meanwhile the 

rather shy and a little slow, Brenda Potts 

meets the equally shy and slow witted Nor-

man Arkwright when she delivers Vic’s best 

shoes to the builders’ workshop.  They each 

identify the other as a kindred spirit and 

wonder “could it be there’s a chance for 

me?”. 

Bill and Norman return to the Potts house 

with the coffin ready to lay Vic out.  This 

doesn’t quite go to plan and certainly isn’t 

carried out in a reverential manner.  Having 

finally got everything in place, Vic’s rather 

acerbic sister, Rita Thorpe (Laura Scales), 

widow of Vic’s late boxing partner Frank, 

arrives and takes control of the situation ac-

companied by her gin-filled hip flask. 

The morning after the funeral, Rev’d 

Pritchard calls to see Mabel and to apolo-

gise for getting some of his notes mixed up 

and describing Vic as having trained as a 

mechanical engineer when, as Rita points 

out, Vic “didn’t know one end of a spanner 

from another”.  But was this the worst that 

could have happened?  If you didn’t see it 

you will just have to wait until it is staged 

again or find someone who is prepared to 

spill the beans! 

In typical Peter Whittle style, WAG is full of 

humour and great songs, performed by each 

member of the cast, including Prompt, June 

Hewitt.  In addition to expertly accompany-

ing the cast on keyboards, Peter also 

treated the audience to trombone solos at 

the start of each act.  The only members of 

the team to escape from performing were 

director Hillary Townsend who also expertly 

directed Cankerbury Tales last December 

and TP’s Ken Swan who ably provided tech-

nical support on sound and lighting . 

If you missed this production, there will be a 

chance soon to watch the DVD that Peter 

has put together.  This will be shown at the 

Ice Factory in the near future so watch this 

space for further information. 

Another World Premiere 
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What have 

they done?  

Bill and 

Norman 

have 

dropped 

Vic out of 

the coffin! 



FRIDAY’S 

CHILD    

Directed by 

John Miles. 

 

 

14th  - 18th 
November at 

7.30pm with a matinee on Saturday 
18th. 

The cast line up is:-  Kevin Booker in the role 
of Alan Hurst, Maura O’Donague as his wife 
Mary,  and Jemma Carlin Wells as the young 
call girl Sharon. 

Unusually this three act play was developed 
by writer Austin Hawkins from his one act 
plays written for theatre festivals. It encom-
passes  three stages of a drama which all 
stem from one man’s small departure from 
his daily routine for returning home. 

The individual plays have garnered a clutch 

of awards for cast, directing and writing, with 

one of them a semi finalist in the All England 

Theatre Festival, another awarded the 

Stanley &  Madge Williams  Shield,  and a 

runner up in a national award for original writ-

ing, the George Taylor Memorial Award. 

Tickets available now from the box office or 

from teignmouthplayers.com 
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What’s On in November and December? 

8th & 9th December 7:30 p.m. 

Gay White and Angela Healey present a cabaret 

with a difference at the Ice Factory this Decem-

ber for two nights only. 

Full of fun and laughter with a smattering of 

Christmas tunes the evening will include mate-

rial old and new.  The auditorium will be trans-

formed into a cabaret setting with tables each 

seating up to four people and our very own “Elf 

Service” will be on hand so you don't even need 

to go to the bar to get a drink. 

Tickets are £10 and include mulled wine, mince 

pies and tidbits to help to get you in the festive 

spirit. Get yours from the box office or online at 

teignmouthplayers.com.   

Please note that due to the different layout be-

ing adopted, there will only be forty seats avail-

able for each performance. 

REMINDER 

2017/18  

subscriptions 

now due! 

The Merchant of Venice 

Reading: Sunday 19th Nov at 2:30 

Auditions:  

Wednesday 22nd Nov at 7:30 and 

Sunday 26th Nov 2:30 

Kevin Booker and Maura O’Donaghue in 

‘Friday’s Child’ ( Maura won Best Actress in 

Teignmouth Festival for this role when the sec-

ond act was in Teignmouth Festival )  

Panto—The Princess and The Pea 

Pavilions, Teignmouth 27th Dec—1st Jan 

Fully cast and rehearsals are well under way.  Help still 
needed for creating the costumes if you can help 
please ( see Joan’s comment  above* ) 
janeathey06@gmail.com  

https://teignmouthplayers.com/contact/
https://teignmouthplayers.com/contact/
mailto:janeathey06@gmail.com
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We are delighted to be able to, at last, publish our programme of 
events for 2018 thanks to Laraine Ferguson and all the directors 
who submitted proposals from which the following have been 
selected by the committee. 
 

March   Merchant of Venice 

April  The Woman Who Cooked her Husband 

June   Mindgame 

August  Blackadder Goes Forth 

September Haunting Julia 

November My Old Lady 
 

The Merchant of Venice -  Directed by Jon Miles  
Reading on Sunday 19th November 

Auditions: Wednesday 22nd & Sunday 26th November 

Performance dates:  6th  -  10th March 2018 

Characters: 

Antonio   – a merchant of Venice 

Bassanio  - his friend and protogee 

Gratiano and Lorenzo - friends of Bassanio 

Shylock  - a Jewish moneylender 

Jessica   - his daughter 

Launcelot Gobbo - a clown in Shylock's service, who defects to Bassiano 

Portia   - a wealthy lady of Belmont 

Nerissa   - her lady in waiting 

Duke of Venice ) 

Prince of Morroco ) 

Prince of Aragon ) all of these are quite small parts 

Old Gobbo  ) and several can easily 

Salarino  ) be doubled 

Solanio            ) 

Stephano  ) 

Tubal   ) 

Balthasar  ) 

Jailer   ) 

Court Clerk  ) 

Production News—2018 
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He was one of the people to help when we 
were redecorating the ice Factory, and he and 
Paul Gibbons were the two remaining people I 
forgot to mention at the time, so hopefully I 
have put that to rights and not forgotten to 
mention anyone else. 
 
I gather that he will be back from time to time, 
and it will be lovely to see him, but in the 
meantime, we all wish him well and all the very 
best for his future. 
 
This of course, leaves a vacancy for a part-
time caretaker/handyman.  He (or she) would 
be asked to work for around eight hours a 
month for a fee of £10 per hour, and would ac-
tion any maintenance issues that arose.  We 
would need to be billed for the hours and work 
done.  Please contact me for further details. 
 
Margaret Long 
Theatre Co-ordinator  

The committee and Players were sad to 
lose our handyman, caretaker, general 
dogsbody and all round good egg, Joan’s 
son Xander Wilson to the wilds of Oxford-
shire. 
 
He was paid a nominal wage for his work 
in the theatre, and everything was done to 
the highest degree.  David Renwick and I 
have been able to cross off many of the 
health and safety issues that were out-
standing, and given us a wonderful peace 
of mind. 
 
There have been many positive comments 
about the hand rails to the loft and on the 
stairs, and I know many people are grate-
ful to him for those. 
 
Xanda often gave up paid work to help the 
Players, which he would do on a voluntary 
basis. 
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Loss of our Handyman/caretaker 

Change of Roles - Membership Secretary/Bookings Secretary 

I’m afraid I had to admit defeat as Booking Secretary.  Pauline made it look so easy, and I 
thought I could do it without any problem. However, it most definitely isn’t as easy as she 
made it seem and I struggled, not so much with the bookings, but with the billing aspect, so 
I’ve asked Pauline to take the job back, and thankfully she has.   
 
Mary Smith had kindly agreed to take on the role of Membership Secretary on a temporary 
basis and as Pauline was also doing part of that with her, we agreed that I would take over 
this role on a permanent basis.  We are very grateful to Mary for stepping in to help. 
 
So please direct any booking queries to Pauline from now on and membership queries to me. 
 
Margaret Long  
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This repeating feature for new members and anyone in need of a quick con-
tact reference.    

Teignmouth Players Box office -  call 01626 778991 

President:    Roger Smith 

Chair:     Joan Holloway     chair@teignmouthplayers.com  

Vice:    Dave Renwick     tech@teignmouthplayers.com 

Treasurer    Pauline Dean  E  treasurer@teignmouthplayers.com 

Secretary:      Margaret Long     admin@teignmouthplayers.com  

Wardrobe:   Jane Athey        info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Marketing & PR Paul Loveless      info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Theatre Coordinator:  Margaret Long. admin@teignmouthplayers.com 

To book our theatre venue contact       bookings@teignmouthplayers.com  

For our youth section Tykes Contact   Rachel Swain 07970 557 508. 

Editor of Prompt   - email   austinhawkins@gmx.co.uk who welcomes con-
tributions  ( written,  not money ! ) from members subject to editorial discre-
tion. 

If you are able to offer help for any production, acting,  or any back stage 
function,  please contact the director or production coordinator.  For contact 
details  please email the Secretary as above. 

Who’s Who 

Last date for submissions for 

 December Prompt: 

27th November 2017 

mailto:chair@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:tech@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:treasurer@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:admin@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:admin@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:austinhawkins@gmx.co.uk


 

The Performance Listing for Amateur Productions in South 

Devon 

from Dawlish to South Brent 

13—18th November 7:30 p.m. Sat mat 2:30 p.m. 

“Last of the Red Hot Lovers” by Neil Simon.  Dir Martin Waddington 

Toads Little Theatre Company 01803 299330.   www.toadstheatre.co.uk 

14-18th November 7:30 p.m. 

“Fridays Child” by Austin Hawkins.  Dir John Miles 

Teignmouth Players at The Ice Factory, Teignmouth 

01626 778991 www.teignmouthplayers.com 

14-18th November 7:30 p.m. 

“Mother Courage” by Bertold Brecht.  Dir. Rich Lea 

Dartington Playgoers  www.playgoers.co.uk 

16-18th November 7:30 p.m. 

“Teechers” by John Godber.  Die Caron Parke 

South Brent Amateur Dramatic Society  www.sbads.show 

24 November 7:30 p.m. 

“Fridays Child” by Austin Hawkins.  Dir John Miles 

Teignmouth Players on tour at Brixham Theatre 

01803 882717   www.brixhamtheatre.org.uk 

1-2nd December 7:30 p.m. 

“A Christmas Cracker” Dir by Marilyn Adams & Jess Hunter 

Dawlish Musical Theatre Company 

Tickets from Strand Centre Dawlish from 26 November or online at ticketsource.co.uk 

8-9th December 7:30 p.m. 

“Crack Open Christmas” by Gay White & Angela Healey 

Teignmouth Players at The Ice Factory, Teignmouth 

01626 778991 www.teignmouthplayers.com 

11-16th December 7:30 p.m. Set mat. 2:30 p.m. 

“Little Women” by Peter Clapham.  Dir. Jill Farrant 

Toads Little Theatre Company 01803 299330.   www.toadstheatre.co.uk 
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Torbay Thespis Extract 



The Ice Factory Studio Theatre 

Rear of 10 Somerset Place 

Teignmouth 

Devon 

TQ14 8EN 

Phone: 01626 778991 

E-mail: info@teignmouthplayers.com 

Registered as a charity No. 261795 

Teignmouth Players 

Live theatre at The Ice Factory 

Membership 

The Membership Year runs from July to June, and 

the simplest way to renew your subscriptions 

(£25  for the current year) if you have not already 

done so, is by electronic transfer directly into the 

Teignmouth Players bank account.  Details are: 

Acc. Name - Teignmouth Players Amateur Dra-

matic Society. 

Sort code   77-10-13 

Acc. no. 27931060.  

Please include your name in the 'reference' box 

so we can correctly identify payment.  Alternatively 

you can call in to the Ice Factory office between 10 

and 12 each morning (except Sunday) and pay by 

cash or cheque.   Our database will then be updated 

and you will receive your Members' Information Book-

let with vouchers to use at the Ice  Factory Bar, to-

gether with your membership card, which entitles you 

to a 10% discount on your ticket for Teignmouth Play-

ers product ions at  the Ice Factory, 

and  complimentary programme. 

 

New members pay an additional one-off £5.00 ad-

ministration fee, and the subscription amount is on a 

pro-rata basis for the first year, depending on when 

they join.  For example, someone joining in January 

will pay £12.50 for membership to the end of the 

Membership Year (June), plus £5.00 admin fee, and 

then £25.00 for the following and subsequent full 

year's  membership. 

Teignmouth Players is registered with HMRC for the 

Gift Aid Scheme, which means we can claim back 

25p in every £1.00 of membership subscriptions.   If 

you are a UK tax-payer you can help us maximise our 

entitlement to this tax-free Government 'hand-out' by 

printing off and completing the Gift Aid form  ( avail-

able by email or from the office ) and handing it in to 

the Ice Factory office. 

Theatre Hire 
The Ice Factory in Somerset Place, Teign-
mouth is the home of the Teignmouth Players 

Why not hire space at the Ice Factory for your 
event? 

The building has a 50 seater studio theatre. 
There is also a large downstairs room suitable 
for Coffee Mornings, Bingo, meetings, rehears-
als etc. 

To enquire about our hire rates, or to book the 

space for your event please email: 

bookings@teignmouthplayers.com 

mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com

