
As you will be aware, Teignmouth Play-

ers has recently received a substantial 

legacy from the estate of the late Harold 

Hayden and we need to decide how best 

we should use this money to benefit the 

society. 

Committee Member, Paul Loveless, re-

cently wrote to all members on behalf of 

the committee, setting out a number of 

ideas that are under consideration.  

These included, but are not limited to: 

1. Spending a relatively small 

amount of money to boost mem-

bership, this may also include re-

viewing the current membership 

fees with a view to making these 

more attractive; 

2. Increasing  our marketing and PR 

budget to enable all public read-

ings and auditions, as well as ad-

verts for productions, to get wider 

coverage in an attempt to boost 

the number of active members as 

well as audience numbers; 

3. Making improvements to the ac-

cess and front of the Ice Factory 

Theatre to make it more obvious 

from the road and more attractive 

for everyone.  This will also in-

clude new ideas to try to install a 

lift to enable disabled access to 

the auditorium; 

4. Possibly purchasing the freehold 

interest of the Ice Factory Theatre, 

if at the right price, which would 

currently save us £5,000 a year in 

rent which is due to increase to 

£7,000 per annum in the near fu-

ture; 

5. Trying new events at the Ice Factory 

Theatre to encourage new audiences 

and get greater participation from the 

existing membership.  These might 

include cabaret evenings, old time mu-

sic hall etc.  Last year’s Fish & Chip 

Supper with the Back Beach Boyz was 

a roaring success and we want to try to 

have more of these sorts of nights; and 

6. Holding theatre-craft workshops cover-

ing acting, directing, set-building, sound 

and lighting design and operation, 

wardrobe, props and stage/special ef-

fect make-up.  These would be run ei-

ther by in-house experts or by profes-

sionals brought in for the purpose. 

This is not the full range of ideas and, no 

doubt, you, our existing members, will have 

lots of suggestions that we haven't though 

about as yet.  So come along to the General 

Meeting on Tuesday 6th February 19:30 

hours at the Ice Factory Theatre to have your 

say, it is YOUR society after all! 

If you cannot make the meeting on the 6th but 

would like your thoughts to be considered, 

please either send an email to 

info@teignmouthplayers.com or post your 

comments to Teignmouth Player, The Ice 

Factory, Rear of 10 Somerset Place, Teign-

mouth TQ14 8EN to arrive by 12 noon on 

Monday 5th February. 

Your committee look forward to seeing as 

many of you as possible at the General Meet-

ing and hearing your views. 
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Jon Miles and I have received some 
very unfortunate news that another 
member of the cast has had to with-
draw from our production. 

Rob Morson is a new member to the 
group but was proving to be a valu-
able member of the strong cast, and I 
know he is devastated at having to 
step down.  We do wish him well and 
look forward to seeing him join the 
Players in future productions. 

Rob was confidently playing three 
parts, which we now need to fill ur-
gently – Old Gobbo, Prince of Aragon 
and Tubal.  They are all reasonably 
small parts, and ideal for cutting your 
teeth on a bit of Shakespeare. 

At the time of writing, there is also a 
possibility we still need someone to 
play Salerio.  This is one of the larger 
parts, and Jon has cleverly merged 
the parts of Salanio and Salerio to 
make the one character. 

We are rehearsing on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays although 
you won’t be needed for every re-
hearsal initially, and the performance 
dates are 6 – 10 March including a 
matinee. 

 

Please contact Jon on 07916 344564 
or miles_jon@hotmail.com 

or me on 07525 725016 or marga-
ret29@mypostoffice.co.uk 

  

Margaret Long 

Production Coordinator  

Reading &  

Audition Dates 
This   

August, 

Teignmouth 

Players will 

stage the 

last in its 

series of 

Blackadder 

Stage Pro-

ductions at 

Pavilions Teignmouth. 

The three episodes being staged are: 

1. Major Star  - in which Blackadder 

takes on the role of producing a con-

cert party to boost the troops’ morale, 

but there is a problem with the leading 

lady! 

2. Corporal Punishment  - communica-

tion problems in the trenches mean 

that it is all down to “Speckled Jim”, a 

carrier pigeon, to get the order to ad-

vance through to the front.  Will the 

message get delivered? 

3. Goodbyee  - The order to “go over the 

top” has been given and Blackadder 

is trying everything to get out of going.  

An incredibly poignant end to the 

Blackadder chronicles. 

A reading of the scripts will take place on 

Sunday 4th February commencing at 14:30.  

Auditions will be held on Wednesday 7th 

Feb at 19:30 and Sunday 11th Feb at 14:30. 

 

The reading and public auditions are open 

to everyone and will be held at the Ice Fac-

tory Theatre, Rear of 10 Somerset Place, 

Teignmouth TQ14 8EN. 

 

Please spread the word! 

Can You Help 

the Merchant? 
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Anyone for Ice 

Cream? 

A new freezer for ice 

creams and ice has 

been installed in the 

office, thus making 

access to supplies 

easier during per-

formances. 

mailto:miles_jon@hotmail.com
mailto:margaret29@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:margaret29@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Chairman’s Message 
Many of the members involved with the production 
of The Princess and The Pea worked extremely 
hard for many weeks to produce this pantomime 
and we want to thank them all for their contribution 
to the successful show. Under the great direction 
of Sally Falcao we had Jane Branch not only in a 
supporting directional roll, but overseeing the 
scenery build, led by Iain Ferguson, who also con-
structed the movable maze. Jane with her team of 
painters created the crystal fruit bowl with all the 
fruit decorations. She worked with Callum and 
Kevin Booker to produce the props, including that 
magnificent throne, and also masterminded all of 
the incredible UV scene, making some of the 
magical creatures, together with Bob Blewitt. Col-
ourful costume production was led by Jane Athey 
who made many new creations for the characters 
herself, ably assisted by Nicole  Davall, Laraine 
Ferguson & myself, with contributions from Chris-
sie Renwick, her friend Linda Haynes, Jane from 
Bella’s Emporium and Helen de Vicq. The tech 
team of Dom, Daniel and Ken, assisted on spot by 
Paul Loveless, worked their usual magic together 
with the crew overseen by stage manager and pro-
duction co-ordinator Paul Gibbons – with them all 
working so hard behind the scenes to ensure as 
few problems as possible. Some of the performers 
had suffered the horrible cold and flu bugs that 
spread around in the weeks up to Christmas but 
still went on stage and were strongly supported on 
keyboards by M.D. Jeff Hocking, who once again 
showed his dedication, performing one day with a 
severe migraine. The things we all do for “fun, 
friendship and our art”!!   
 
It was wonderful to see new members joining the 
teams – something we need to nurture and build 
on, as the more people we can persuade to join 
T.P. the easier it becomes for those who have 
contributed so much for so long. We hope that as 
many of you as possible will be able to join us for 
the meeting on Tuesday 6th February to discuss 
possible options for the most productive use of 
Harold’s legacy. The committee are still gathering 
information on the possible options but want to 
share ideas with you all to try to reach a series of 
actions that will benefit the society into the future.  
If you are not able to attend please do get in touch 
with any of the committee with your suggestions, 
which will be circulated to everyone else. As ever 
– Your Society Needs You. 
 
 

There have been difficult casting issues for the first 
2 productions in 2018 so please do try to persuade 
as many people as possible to come along and 
talk to the directors if there is a chance they may 
be interested in auditioning. ALL auditions are 
open to everyone, whether a member or not but if 
anybody new is cast it is on the condition that they 
join our society. Please talk to everyone about T.P. 
and pass the word around that we are an enthusi-
astic, friendly group of talented amateurs who 
would be happy to offer assistance in learning new 
skills. One of the plans is to arrange and offer 
workshops in many of the disciplines associated 
with live theatre in the coming months. Blackadder 
reading and auditions are to be held in February – 
NO it is NOT precast – so please do come along 
and encourage others too. 
 
We are very pleased to announce that Amy Burton 
Smith has submitted a proposal to do Aladdin at 
Pavilions for our 2018/19 pantomime and after due 
consideration the committee has supported this  
proposal. We will be announcing the dates for the 
reading of principals and auditions in late June/
early July as soon as possible. 
 
We have Peter Whittle of Arne House Productions 
returning with a very different musical creation in 
February as Mind The Gap tackles the very diffi-
cult subject of dementia with Angela Healy show-
ing a new side to her talents as the daughter. 
 
We hope to see you all very soon, and roll on 
Spring…… 
 

Joan 

 

 

Just some of the volunteers who helped get The Princess & The 

Pea on stage fully dressed. 
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The Merchant of Venice  
Directed by Jon Miles 6-10 March 
 

 
The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband  
Directed by Paul Loveless Date TBA 
 
 
Mind Game 
Directed by Ken Swan 12-16 June 
 
 
Blackadder Goes Forth 
Directed by Amy Burton-Smith 22-25 August     
Pavillions, Teignmouth 
 
 
Haunting Julia 
Directed by John Miles 25-29 September 
 
 
My Old Lady 
Directed by Stephanie Austin 6-10 November 
 
 
Aladdin 
Directed by Amy Burton-Smith, Musical Director 
Jeff Hocking  Dates to be confirmed soon 

Productions 2018 
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Panto 2018/19 
 

The eagle-eyed amongst you will have spotted an 

addition to the 2018 Programme on the previous 

page.  Your committee is delighted to be able to 

announce that Amy Burton-Smith’s outline pro-

posal, to stage Aladdin at Pavilions Teignmouth 

next December/January, has been accepted. 

The script will be by the highly respected Alan P 

Frayn, the same writer that Shaldon Theatre Com-

pany used for Snow White.  Jeff Hocking has 

agreed to be Musical Director and Amy is already 

building a high quality technical team to design 

and build the set, lighting etc.  TP President, 

Roger Smith, has also been roped in to sort out 

props.  Amy is still looking for someone to head up 

the wardrobe team so, if you fancy having a go, do 

please let Amy or any member of the committee 

know. 

We want to get off to a flying start with this produc-

tion and, to this end, Amy has already agreed the 

date for the read through which is Sunday 19th 

June at the Ice Factory Theatre at 14;30.  Audi-

tions will follow shortly thereafter to give all cast 

and principles chance to learn their parts before 

rehearsals being in earnest.  Audition dates will be 

communicated as soon as they have been con-

firmed. 

There will be plenty of opportunity for everyone to 

be involved, both young and young at heart, and it 

is hoped that this will include Tykes as well as TP 

members.  It is also expected to attract some new 

talent from the area that will help to boost TP num-

bers generally. Vice Chairman, Dave Renwick, 

commented “this is an exciting opportunity for TP  

to prove to Teignmouth audiences that we can still 

put on traditional panto at least as well as in the 

old Carlton days.”   

If anyone has the odd flying carpet or magic lamp 

lying around, please let Amy know! 
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Logo Refresh 
 

For some time now the committee has been wres-

tling with the Society’s identity from a marketing 

perspective.  How best to get across to the public 

what we do, where we are and who we are.  

Whilst internally members tend to refer to the soci-

ety as “TP”, this doesn’t really work externally.  

Most people locally would probably think of Travis 

Perkins if they thought of anything at all for these 

letters. 

We have therefore been giving some thought to 

refreshing the logo and have three potential ideas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your thoughts on these would be welcomed, 

p l e a s e  f o r w a r d  c o m m e n t s  t o 

info@teignmouthplayers.com with “Logo” in the 

heading, or speak to a member of the committee. 

We want to get off to a flying start with this produc-
ion and, to this end, Amy has already agreed the
date for the read through which is Tuesday 19th
June at the Ice Factory at 19:30.

This read through is for adult Principals ONLY - The 
Sunday Auditions will be mainly for young people. 
This will  be on Sunday 1st July for first auditions 
at 2.30pm. There will be second auditions on 
Tuesday 3rd at 7.30pm.
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News in Brief 

TYKES 

The New Year begins a 

new and exciting project 

for TYKES as we work 

towards our first ever in 

house - Festival Of 

Achievement, to be held 

later this July. With all 

age groups involved and 

working towards their en-

tries, TYKES is currently 

a hive of activity as they 

begin work on their group 

pieces, ranging from a 

Murder Mystery, to Melo-

drama. Each group are 

able to explore their own 

creative ideas, devising 

and directing their own 

pieces, with the focus be-

ing on Characterisation, 

and Physicalisation rather 

than staging or technical 

design. It is a term for ex-

ploration and experimen-

tation that is sure to bring 

out the best in our young 

performers....an exciting 

time for all involved and a 

chance to celebrate the 

talent we have here at 

TYKES. 

Rachel Swain              

Artistic Director 

A Very Big 

THANK YOU! 

A very big thank you to all 

the people who helped 

with the costumes for the 

panto.  It was a massive 

task and we couldn't have 

got there without the time 

and effort put in by you all.  

I had a great team! 

(Photos next page) 

Jane Athey 

Another Big 

THANK YOU 

We have been very fortu-

nate to receive a most 

generous donation of 

£500, from one of our 

members who wishes to 

remain anonymous.  This 

money has been used to 

completely refurbish the 

kitchen at the Ice Factory. 

Smart new kitchen units 

and worktops, new floor-

ing and new paint on the 

walls has made this a far 

n i c e r  e n v i r o nm en t .  

Thanks go, not only to the 

donor, but also the team 

 

comprising Pauline and 

Dave Dean, Dave Ren-

wick and Mike Atkinson 

who did the work.  In addi-

tion to the new kitchen, we 

have also been able to 

purchase a new freezer 

for the Ice Creams, this 

lives in the office making it 

easier to access during 

performances. 
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Who’s Who 

Last date for submissions for 

 March Prompt: 

24th February 2018 to: 

dave_renwick@hotmail.com 

  

This repeating feature for new members and anyone in need of a quick contact reference.    

Teignmouth Players Box office -  call 01626 778991 Open daily 10-12 (not Sundays) 

President:    Roger Smith 

Chair:     Joan Holloway     chair@teignmouthplayers.com  

Vice:    Dave Renwick     tech@teignmouthplayers.com 

Treasurer    Pauline Dean      treasurer@teignmouthplayers.com 

Secretary:      Margaret Long     admin@teignmouthplayers.com  

Wardrobe:   Jane Athey        info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Marketing & PR: Paul Loveless      info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Theatre Coordinator:  Margaret Long. admin@teignmouthplayers.com 

To book our theatre venue contact:       bookings@teignmouthplayers.com  

For our youth section Tykes Contact   Rachel Swain 07970 557 508. 

Editor of Prompt   - email   dave_renwick@hotmail.com who welcomes contributions  from all 
members (subject to editorial discretion). 

mailto:chair@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:tech@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:treasurer@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:admin@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:info@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:admin@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com
mailto:austinhawkins@gmx.co.uk


The Ice Factory Studio Theatre 

Rear of 10 Somerset Place 

Teignmouth 

Devon 

TQ14 8EN 

Phone: 01626 778991 

E-mail: info@teignmouthplayers.com 

Registered as a charity No. 1176546 

Teignmouth Players 

Live theatre at The Ice Factory 

Membership 

The Membership Year runs from July to June, and the sim-

plest way to renew your subscriptions (£25  for the current 

year) if you have not already done so, is by electronic 

transfer directly into the Teignmouth Players bank ac-

count.  Details are: 

Acc. Name - Teignmouth Players Amateur Dramatic 

Society. 

Sort code   77-10-13 

Acc. no. 27931060.  

Please include your name in the 'reference' box so we 

can correctly identify payment.  Alternatively you can call in 

to the Ice Factory office between 10 and 12 each morning 

(except Sunday) and pay by cash or cheque.   Our data-

base will then be updated and you will receive your Mem-

bers' Information Booklet with vouchers to use at the 

Ice  Factory Bar, together with your membership card, 

which entitles you to a 10% discount on your ticket for 

Teignmouth Players productions at the Ice Factory, 

and  complimentary programme. 

 

New members pay an additional one-off £5.00 administra-

tion fee, and the subscription amount is on a pro-rata basis 

for the first year, depending on when they join.  For exam-

ple, someone joining in January will pay £12.50 for mem-

bership to the end of the Membership Year (June), plus 

£5.00 admin fee, and then £25.00 for the following and 

subsequent full year's  membership. 

Teignmouth Players is registered with HMRC for the Gift 

Aid Scheme, which means we can claim back 25p in every 

£1.00 of membership subscriptions.   If you are a UK tax-

payer you can help us maximise our entitlement to this tax-

free Government 'hand-out' by printing off and completing 

the Gift Aid form  ( available by email or from the office ) 

and handing it in to the Ice Factory office. 

Theatre Hire 
The Ice Factory Theatre in Somerset Place, 
Teignmouth is the home of the Teignmouth 
Players 

Why not hire space at the Ice Factory for your 
event? 

The building has a 50 seater studio theatre. 
There is also a large downstairs room suitable 
for Coffee Mornings, Bingo, meetings, rehears-
als etc. 

To enquire about our hire rates, or to book the 

space for your event please email: 

bookings@teignmouthplayers.com 

mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com

