
What a fantastic production we had in No-
vember with Friday’s Child written by Austin 
Hawkins and directed by John Miles. It was 
disappointing that many members of Teign-
mouth Players were not there to see and 
support this powerful evening’s entertain-
ment with superb performances from 
Jemma Carlin-Wells, Maura O’Donoghue 
and Kevin Booker. The comments that have 
been made included – superb drama, very 
true to life, beautifully written, thought pro-
voking, some tragic moments, such con-
trasting emotions displayed and overall an 
exceedingly professional production. We 
offer our congratulations to everyone con-
cerned – on the stage and off – for all the 
time and effort put into this and are so sorry 
that there were disappointing numbers of 
seats sold. Taking it to Brixham theatre 
meant more commitment in time and effort, 
but again was very well received. 
 
It has been a very busy time behind the 
scenes at the Ice Factory Theatre too with 
out usual dedicated group of volunteers giv-
ing many hours of time and effort to ensure 
that the theatre is always clean and tidy on 
performance nights. This is in addition to 
assisting in all the other jobs that need do-
ing, especially as we have had no-one vol-
unteer to be the replacement ‘Maintenance 
Man/Woman’ despite their being remunera-
tion offered. The auditorium has been re-
arranged into a ‘cabaret’ style ready for 
Crack Open Christmas and thanks to those 
who came Saturday morning to assist – but 
again the usual volunteers - who also as-
sisted the return of the set and props used 
at Brixham. A special thank you to Kevin for 
transporting it all in his van, both ways, and 
to Brenda and Bob for their invaluable assis-
tance in Brixham as well as Teignmouth, 
with Ken Swan for technical support making 
the trips too. 
 
I can see that virtually every month I com-
ment on the disappointing responses asking 

for more help at the Ice Factory Theatre, so 
please do remember that even if you can only 
volunteer occasionally or for a short time to fit in 
with your other commitments, it is always appre-
ciated. A definite case of many hands make light 
work! Many people are not aware of just how 
many hours certain people dedicate to keeping 
our society going. 
 
Rehearsals for The Princess and The Pea are 
well under way every Tuesday and Thursday 
evening with the set taking shape too. Jane 
Branch with a group of artistic friends have been 
busy preparing all the artwork to ‘dress up the 
set’ as a fruit bowl with imaginative boards de-
picting the crystal bowl and colourful bowers of 
highlighted fruit to compliment the ‘Fruity’ cos-
tumes. Jane has also spent hours on props for 
TP&TP as well as Crack Open Christmas and 
our sincere thanks go to her. Jane Athey has 
created many new outfits for TP&TP with her 
team of assistants with several principals mak-
ing their own costumes, and the chorus helping 
with their fruity tabards. There are still hours of 
work to do though and Jane is still asking for 
assistance if you are able. 
 
The new 2018 fliers are now at the Ice Factory 
Theatre and need to be spread far and wide to 
show the productions planned for next year. If 
you can take some for any place that they can 
be displayed please do so as we have several 
thousand. These need to go all over Devon – 
and further afield if possible – so please be 
imaginative with your ideas. 
 
Tickets for Crack Open Christmas are selling 
now, come along either with friends or join a 
table to make new friends, but please don’t 
leave it too late and miss out on the evening of 
fun, singing and laughter. 
 
I hope to see most of you over the next few 
weeks but in case I don’t, Season’s Greetings to 
you all and Good Health and Happiness in 2018 

 

Joan 
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The Ice Factory theatre was the venue for 
another world premiere last month with 
Austin Hawkins’ three act play, Friday’s 
Child.  Expertly directed by John Miles, the 
play explores the underside of human rela-
tionships; the stereotypes are obvious, but 
what is the truth behind the complex char-
acters? 

Jemma Carlin-Wells displayed incredible 
maturity in her portrayal of 19 year old 
professional girl of the streets, Sharon, 
whose troubled past has forced her into 
her current position.  Kevin Booker por-
trayed the part of Alan Hurst, a middle 
aged businessman in a sterile marriage, 
with considerable empathy and emotion. 
His stiff-upper-lipped wife, Mary, whose life 
revolves around bridge and the Towns-
womens’ Guild following the death eight 
years previously of their twelve year old 
daughter, was played most convincingly by 
Maura O’Donoghue. 

Teignmouth Players support team for this 
production at the Ice Factory Theatre com-
prised: Margaret Long as Production Co-
ordinator; Mike Hewett, Set Build; Bob & 
Brenda Blewitt, Props and Stage Crew; 
Ken Swan and Dave Renwick on Sound 
and Lighting. 

Audiences were at times moved to 
tears by this incredibly powerful play, 
which started life as three separate one 
act plays that in their own right had 
won awards and critical acclaim.  Au-
thor, Austin Hawkins, was most appre-
ciative of the fact that Teignmouth 
Players had agreed to stage the com-
bined elements and now hopes to get 
the script published with a view to it 
becoming commercially available.  We 
wish him every success in this respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from the Director: 

Well, we did it! This compilation of three one-act 
plays stretched our actors considerably, with a 
wordy script containing many similar lines.... but 
people do speak that way, which demonstrates 
Austin's mastery of script writing. So many plays 
spend the first ten minutes setting the plot, but 
not 'Friday's Child'!  

I was pleased that TP took on my suggestion to 
stage this play and that Margaret would be our 
coordinator. The team of actors and crew worked 
well together, and I found that, by discussion with 
the cast, the blocking of moves flowed naturally. 
It's a measure of their flexibility to witness how 
they adapted to The Studio space at Brixham.  

Props were meticulously organised by Bob and 
Brenda, and Ken and Dave gave us a realistic 
technical backdrop... there were some particularly 
difficult sound cues in this one!  

All in all, this was a memorable production for 
me, particularly when, on the final Teignmouth 
night, we had in the bar almost everyone who 
had contributed to the production.... memorable? 
Yes, normally with a production you take hold of 
a tried and tested script and put your own inter-
pretation on it... but with 'Friday's Child' all Austin 
started with was a blank sheet of paper and a 
pencil.  

It has been an enjoyable few weeks, not least 
because of the commitment of the cast and the 
huge support from TP.  

John Miles 

 

 

Yet Another World Premiere: Friday’s Child 
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Rehearsals are now well underway for this Christ-

mas cabaret extravaganza! The auditorium is being 

transformed into a cabaret style setting whilst the 

mince pies, mulled wine (tested by the cast at this 

week’s rehearsal) and tidbits are all being prepared.  

Even the Elves are starting to behave themselves 

some of the time! 

A compilation of a few traditional carols and Christ-

mas songs, comical stories, sketches and jokes 

with plenty of opportunity for audience participation.  

Devised and directed by Gay White and Angels 

Healy, who have also written a number of the items, 

the production will be musically directed by Peter 

Whittle who will also be bringing some of his own 

original Christmas material to the Ice Factory Thea-

tre. 

Tickets are £10 and include mulled wine, mince 

pies and tidbits to help to get you in the festive 

spirit. Get yours from the box office or online at 

teignmouthplayers.com.   

Please note that due to the different layout being 

adopted, there will only be forty seats available for 

each performance. 
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What’s On in December? 
The Woman Who Cooked 

Her Husband 

By Debbie Isitt, Directed by Paul Loveless 

10th to 14th April 2018 

Reading: 

Sunday 3rd December 2:30 pm 

Auditions:  

Wednesday 6th December 7:30 pm 

The Merchant of Venice 

6th to 10th March 2018 

Additional Audition (see page 4):  

Sunday 10th December 2:30 pm 

https://teignmouthplayers.com/contact/
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The Merchant of Venice  
Following successful auditions, Director Jon Miles is pleased to announce that roles have been offered 
to and accepted by the following: 
 
Antonio    – a merchant of Venice  Kevin Booker 
Bassanio  - his friend and protogee 
Gratiano and Lorenzo - friends of Bassanio 
Shylock   - a Jewish moneylender  Jeff Pirie 
Jessica   - his daughter   Holly Booker 
Launcelot Gobbo  - a clown in Shylock's service Karen Allen 
Portia   - a wealthy lady of Belmont Nicole Davall 
Nerissa   - her lady in waiting  Abigail Kirk-Thomas 
 

However, we are short of at least three men.  We need to fill the parts of Bassanio, Gratiano and 
Lorenzo, three young(ish) friends in their 20s or early 30s.  There are some other smaller parts that we 
would like to fill as well of varying ages so, if you fancy trying your hand at a bit of culture or know 
someone else that might, this would be an ideal opportunity, 

We will be holding further auditions on Sunday 10th December at 2:30 pm, downstairs at the Ice Fac-
tory Theatre.  This is the same time that Paul Loveless will be holding auditions for the Woman Who 
Cooked Her Husband, and we are grateful to Paul for letting us do this. 

If you are interested but cannot make that time, please let me know as I’m sure something can be ar-
ranged.  I am also looking for crew, please, in terms of set build, sound and props.  Jane Athey has 
kindly volunteered for Wardrobe, but I’m sure she would be glad of some assistance. 

Margaret Long 
Production Co-ordinator 
admin@teignmouthplayers.com 

 

The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband 
By Debbie Isitt, Directed by Paul Loveless 10th to 14th April 2018 

Characters: 

Hilary: Kenneth’s ex-wife 

Kenneth: An aging Teddy Boy 

Laura: Kenneth’s glamorous young mistress 

 

Synopsis: 
Kenneth and Hillary have been married nearly twenty years but, as middle age approaches, Ken finds 

himself in the arms of another woman.  At first, Laura appears to be everything that is missing from 

Ken’s life with Hillary—young, attractive and a vibrant free spirit—but his little fling quickly becomes 

desperately out of hand. 

Told through a series of flashbacks interspersed with the “last supper”, The Woman Who Cooked Her 

Husband is a highly entertaining exploration of the old adage, “the way to a man’s heart is through his 

stomach”! 

 

A fast paced play performed without props and includes mime, physical theatre and soliloquies.  

The dialogue is witty and passionate.  Great fun, challenging and rewarding. 

Reading: Sunday 3rd December 2:30pm 

Auditions: Wednesday 6th December 7:30 pm and Sunday 10th December 2:30 pm 

Production News — 2018 
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We are currently looking to fill vacancies for: 

 Set Building; 

 Sound & Lighting; 

 Stage Managers / Stage Crew; 

 Props; 

 Wardrobe; and 

 Prompt, 
for various productions. 
 
If you’re interested in a particular area, but haven’t got 
much experience and would like to shadow someone, 
then please contact me or Laraine Ferguson.  Laraine is 
the person who put the 2018 production schedule to-
gether so brilliantly, so she is the one to contact if you’d 
like to know more about each play.  Her email is 
1a1n.theferg@gmail.com   
 
Margaret Long 

Theatre Co-ordinator  

We now have a lovely new board in the Box Office at 
the Ice Factory Theatre which displays upcoming pro-
ductions for both the Players and outside productions 
coming in, and it’s already proving invaluable.  
 
The idea came from Ken Swan who prepared it for 
us, and we are very grateful to him for taking the time 
to do it.  
 
You will see that it is a white board, that will be up-
dated after each production, and the idea is that it will 
not only show you who is doing what (and remind you 
if you put your name down and subsequently forgot 
you said you’d do something), but will also show you 
the parts of the crew that need to be filled. Please, 
please, please only use proper white board markers 
on it though. (And I’ve heard the jokes about white 
board markers won’t be seen ha ha!) 
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Production and Crew Board at the Ice Factory  

Article submitted by Paul Loveless and first published in the “I” newspaper on 16th November 2017 
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 This repeating feature for new members and anyone in need of a quick 
contact reference.    

Teignmouth Players Box office -  call 01626 778991 Open daily 10-12 (not 
Sundays) 

President:    Roger Smith 

Chair:     Joan Holloway     chair@teignmouthplayers.com  

Vice:    Dave Renwick     tech@teignmouthplayers.com 

Treasurer    Pauline Dean      treasurer@teignmouthplayers.com 

Secretary:      Margaret Long     admin@teignmouthplayers.com  

Wardrobe:   Jane Athey        info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Marketing & PR: Paul Loveless      info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Theatre Coordinator:  Margaret Long. admin@teignmouthplayers.com 

To book our theatre venue contact:       bookings@teignmouthplayers.com  

For our youth section Tykes Contact   Rachel Swain 07970 557 508. 

Editor of Prompt   - email   dave_renwick@hotmail.com who welcomes 
contributions  from all members (subject to editorial discretion). 

Please note that the monthly link to Prompt from 1st January 2018 
will only be sent to fully paid up members of Teignmouth Players so 
if you want to keep receiving the link please make sure you pay your 
subscriptions! 

Who’s Who 

Last date for submissions for 

 January Prompt: 

23rd December 2017 
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The Performance Listing for Amateur Productions in South Devon 

from Dawlish to South Brent 

1-2nd December 7:30 p.m. 

“A Christmas Cracker” Dir by Marilyn Adams & Jess Hunter 

Dawlish Musical Theatre Company 

Tickets from Strand Centre Dawlish from 26 November or online at ticketsource.co.uk 

8-9th December 7:30 p.m. 

“Crack Open Christmas” by Gay White & Angela Healy 

Teignmouth Players at The Ice Factory, Teignmouth 

01626 778991 www.teignmouthplayers.com 

11-16th December 7:30 p.m. Set mat. 2:30 p.m. 

“Little Women” by Peter Clapham.  Dir. Jill Farrant 

Toads Little Theatre Company 01803 299330.   www.toadstheatre.co.uk 

27th December 2017 to 1st January 2018 Nightly at 7:30 (27th to 30th December) Matinees 2:30 on 27th, 

30th, 31st December and 1st January 

“The Princess & The Pea” by Luke Reilly, Dir Sally Falcao 

Pavilions Teignmouth 01626 249049 www.teignmouthplayers.com 
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Torbay Thespis Extract 

HELP NEEDED! 

Help is still needed with costumes for our 2017 panto, The Princess and 

the Pea.  If anyone would like to come along to help, we meet on Wednes-

day mornings at the Ice Factory Theatre between 10 and 12 noon(ish).  

You don't have to be fantastic at sewing!  We need people to hand sew 

trimmings, make hats etc.  Anyone and everyone welcome.  Contact Jane 

Athey on 07791 947501 or janeathey06@gmail.com. 

Help is also needed to restore the auditorium to its normal configuration on 

Wednesday 13th December between 10 and 12 noon following the 

Crack Open Christmas cabaret and before the external hire for the Cave 

Session on Saturday 16th December.  Strong arms needed please. 

DAME URGENTLY LOOKING FOR OLD BOOTS 

We are still looking for old boots (walking boots/Doc Marten type) size 10, 

that we can paint in outrageous colours to go with the Dame’s costume.  

Please look to see if you have any that you no longer need and would be 

willing to donate for the Panto.  Contact Jane Athey on 07791 947501 or 

janeathey06@gmail.com or bring them into the Box Office any day between 

10 and 12 noon (not Sundays). 



The Ice Factory Studio Theatre 

Rear of 10 Somerset Place 

Teignmouth 

Devon 

TQ14 8EN 

Phone: 01626 778991 

E-mail: info@teignmouthplayers.com 

Registered as a charity No. 261795 

Teignmouth Players 

Live theatre at The Ice Factory 

Membership 

The Membership Year runs from July to June, and the sim-

plest way to renew your subscriptions (£25  for the current 

year) if you have not already done so, is by electronic 

transfer directly into the Teignmouth Players bank ac-

count.  Details are: 

Acc. Name - Teignmouth Players Amateur Dramatic 

Society. 

Sort code   77-10-13 

Acc. no. 27931060.  

Please include your name in the 'reference' box so we 

can correctly identify payment.  Alternatively you can call in 

to the Ice Factory office between 10 and 12 each morning 

(except Sunday) and pay by cash or cheque.   Our data-

base will then be updated and you will receive your Mem-

bers' Information Booklet with vouchers to use at the 

Ice  Factory Bar, together with your membership card, 

which entitles you to a 10% discount on your ticket for 

Teignmouth Players productions at the Ice Factory, 

and  complimentary programme. 

 

New members pay an additional one-off £5.00 administra-

tion fee, and the subscription amount is on a pro-rata basis 

for the first year, depending on when they join.  For exam-

ple, someone joining in January will pay £12.50 for mem-

bership to the end of the Membership Year (June), plus 

£5.00 admin fee, and then £25.00 for the following and 

subsequent full year's  membership. 

Teignmouth Players is registered with HMRC for the Gift 

Aid Scheme, which means we can claim back 25p in every 

£1.00 of membership subscriptions.   If you are a UK tax-

payer you can help us maximise our entitlement to this tax-

free Government 'hand-out' by printing off and completing 

the Gift Aid form  ( available by email or from the office ) 

and handing it in to the Ice Factory office. 

Theatre Hire 
The Ice Factory Theatre in Somerset Place, 
Teignmouth is the home of the Teignmouth 
Players 

Why not hire space at the Ice Factory for your 
event? 

The building has a 50 seater studio theatre. 
There is also a large downstairs room suitable 
for Coffee Mornings, Bingo, meetings, rehears-
als etc. 

To enquire about our hire rates, or to book the 

space for your event please email: 

bookings@teignmouthplayers.com 

Rehearsing their “Reindeer Rap” for 

Crack Open Christmas are Angela 

Healy, Dawn Crawford and Karen Allen. 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 

mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com

